Amendments to the Specification; 



Please replace paragraph [0017] of the specification as originally filed with the following 
amended paragraph: 

~ [GO 1 7] Figure 3 is a plan view of a first embodiment of the straw holder 20, which 
includes a straw support portion 22 having a central aperture 24 dimensioned to receive a straw 
in an interference fit. In the present example the aperture 24 is formed by a pair of crossed slits 
which form four bendable tabs as is common in lids on cups. The aperture may also be profiled 
by a circular hole having one or more bendable tabs extending radially inward to exert a radial 
force on the straw, thereby preventing vertical movement of the straw with respect to the straw 
holder. Alternatively, or in addition, an adhesive material 24a may be present on the bendable 
tabs, which adhesive may be exposed by removing a masking film (not shown) or the like for 
fijrther securing the straw in the aperture 24. The straw support portion 22 has an outer edge 26 
of continuously increasing radius, forming the profile of a nautilus. A bottle retaining portion 30 
connected to the straw support portion 22 comprises a plurality of turns connected to form a 
spiral. More particularly, the retaining portion 30 comprises a first turn 3 1 having a first end 32 
connected to the straw support portion 22, and a second turn 36 connected to the first turn 22 to 
form a spiral having two turns. The first turn has an irmer edge 33 and an outer edge 34, and the 
second turn has an inner edge 37 and an outer edge 38. The inner edge 33 of the first turn 
follows the outer edge 26 of the straw support portion 22, while the inner edge 38 of the second 
turn 36 follows the outer edge 34 of the first turn 3 1 . This configuration results fi-om the cutting 
of the straw holder firom a sheet material with a single slit between turns, which not only 



economizes use of material, but spaces the turns as closely as possible in order to optimize 
retention of the holder 20 on a bottle. A third turn 39 is constructed similarly to the first two 
turns. The turns need not have edges with continuously increasing radii, but may have irregulj 
or undulating edges for decorative effect. ~ 



